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Abstract. The concept of safety is closely related to the activities of law enforcement agencies and, above all, the police. In this regard, the 
individual qualities of police officers and their influence on the effectiveness of the State Police in ensuring individual safety of citizens 
are of great importance. One of the most pressing problems in modern society is to protect women from sexual and physical violence, 
which is required by the main provisions of the Istanbul Convention. The article presents the results of the research on the representations 
of Latvian police officers about victims of sexual violence in connection with individual representations of justice through a study of 
belief in a just world. The topicality of this topic is based on numerous researches of the stereotypical view on victims of sexual violence 
and the negative impact of these stereotypes on the further investigation of crimes and provision of assistance to victims, which leads to 
frequent concealment of rape cases and distrust to law enforcement agencies in the professional context of making a fair decision. The 
aim of this research was to determine how the belief in a just world among police officers (N = 170) affects their attitude towards women 
who have been sexually abused and their ability to objectively assess the situation. The research was conducted based on the results of 
4 used methods: “Personal belief in a just world”; “General belief in a just world”; Attitudes toward Rape Victims Scale; Illinois Rape 
Myth Acceptance Scale followed by one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) with the LSD Post Hoc test method to identify statistically 
significant differences between groups.
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Introduction

In the modern world of scientific and technological progress, when society becomes noticeably more informed 
and knowledgeable, issues related to the consequences of violence and the possibilities to overcome them 
become more relevant (Tumalavičius et al. 2017; Šišulák 2017; Lincényi, 2017; Saleem et al. 2018; Finogentova 
et al. 2018; Pritvorova et al. 2018, Lietuvnikė et al. 2018). 

This problem is particularly topical in connection with the least protected social groups, such as e.g. women 
and children. In order to determine the extent of violence directed against women in the countries of the 
European Union, in 2012 the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights conducted a study entitled 
“Violence against women: an EU-wide survey”. During the study, 42,000 women from all 28 countries that are 
the members of the European Union were interviewed. In Latvia, 1513 women were interviewed. The results 
of the study were published in March 2014. According to the survey, 39 proc. of women from Latvia, who 
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participated in the survey, having reached the age of 15, experienced physical and/or sexual violence at least 
once in their lives. This indicator is above the average in the EU, accounting for 33 proc., placing Latvia in 7th 
place. 32proc of the surveyed women indicated that upon reaching the age of 15 they were victims of physical 
and/or sexual violence from their partner (husband or friend) at least once. This indicator is the highest in 
the EU. The only country with the same indicator is Denmark. 17 proc. of women in Latvia were abused by 
people who were not their partners. And only ¼ of the abusers were not familiar to their victims. The rest were 
acquaintances of the interviewed women - colleagues, schoolmates, relatives, friends and acquaintances. It 
should be noted that women are more likely to report physical violence, while at the same time cases of sexual 
violence often remain hidden from the general public. This is due to a number of different factors that are quite 
often the result of the influence of social stereotypes. 

Victimology as a sub-branch of criminology is the doctrine of victims and describes their characteristics. In 
fact, questions relating to the concept and identity of victims are very problematic, often controversial, and 
usually call for very detailed answers. It is important to emphasize this at the beginning, because the attitude of 
society towards the victims and how they should be treated will probably be formed based on the assumptions 
that society makes about them, but which may not always be positive.

One of the starting points in the study of the identity and traits of the victims is the stereotype “ideal victim” 
proposed by Nils Christie (1986). Christie identified six attributes that at the level of social policy are likely to 
lead to the fact that the person to whom the crime was committed will no doubt be given the legal status of a 
victim. Below are the six attributes according to Christie:
1.  The victim is weaker than the criminal. The “ideal victim” is likely to be either female, or sick, or very old, 
or very young (or all together).
2.  Victims are generally virtuous and operate within the framework of the law and the rules.
3.  The victim is innocent. She or he cannot be blamed for what happened.
4.  The victim is not related to the criminal and does not know the “stranger” who committed the crime (this also 
implies that the criminal is a person, not an organization, and that the crime is a single incident).
5.  The criminal is undoubtedly bigger than the victim, and he is bad.
6.  The victim combines such qualities as power, influence or empathy, the combination of which allows one to 
successfully obtain victim status and to avoid reproaches in receiving compensation in large amounts.

An interesting, but still unexplored, question is whether the assumptions about the “ideal victim” according to 
Christie affect the restorative justice system theorists, lawyers and practitioners (Dignan 2005).

Everyone knows that rape and sexual offenses are rarely reported (Gregory, Lees 1999; Kelly 2002). Only 
a small number of victims go to the police themselves; and there are even fewer cases, in which criminal 
proceedings are initiated (Gregory, Lees 1996; Harris, Grace 1999). For a number of reasons, victims of sexual 
violence do not want to go to the police; one of such reasons is fear that the criminal police officers will 
revictimize them.

The opinion - do not believe women who report cases of rape, dominate in the society. This in turn makes it 
harder for victims to take a risk and go to the police or to trust them (Blair 1985; Tumalavičius et al. 2016). In 
recent years, much has changed, for example, police officers receive a better education (Brown, Heidensohn 
2000; Tumalavičius et al. 2016). At the same time, it is not clear whether changes have occurred in the attitude 
of police officers towards victims of sexual violence and to what extent this affects the investigation process.

It should be noted that the positive experience of cooperation of a victim of violence with law enforcement 
officers, medical specialists and consultants is associated with a fast healing process (Campbell 1998). 
For example, victims who were treated with empathy and respect during the treatment, cooperate with law 
enforcement agencies with great desire, reporting the incident and participating in the investigation, and at the 
same time are more satisfied with the work of law enforcement agencies (Campbell 1998; Allen 2007).
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Modern studies show that the police officer is often expected to be physically well trained and emotionally 
stable, not to be subject to role stereotypes, while investigating sexual attacks, the police officers are forced 
to think stereotypically (Page 2007), which significantly affects the attitude to victims of violence. Exposure 
to stereotypical opinions and such attitude towards sexual violence and its victims is defined as the “violence 
victim’s myth” (Page 2008). Studies show that myths about the violence victims are very common and it can be 
very difficult to overcome these stereotypes, both for law enforcement officers and for the victims themselves, 
and for society as a whole (Aosved, Long 2006). Studies that test susceptibility to the “violence victim’s 
myth” and trust in the victim show that belief in stereotypes determines the opinion on the victim’s guilt 
(Clarke, Stermac 2010). In his research, Cohn and his colleagues (2009) discovered that victims of violence 
attacked by friends or acquaintances and who were provocatively dressed were more often perceived as guilty 
of sexual violence. Clarke and Stermac (2010) also found that respondents’ opinion about the trust in the victim 
influences their view and assessment of the victim of violence. For example, those women who are rated as 
classically attractive and slim, are more often themselves accused of what happened. Winkel and Koppelaar 
(1991) discovered that of the 80 women who sought help, this assistance in law enforcement and medical 
institutions received those victims whose consequences of the violence were obvious and easily noticeable. Ask 
(2010) interviewed 401 police officers and prosecutors and found that law enforcement officers expect victims 
of sexual violence who claim to be attacked should look embarrassed. Police officers can use non-verbal signs 
that help determine the credibility of the victims of violence, but at the same time, the victim’s behaviour cannot 
prove or disprove the credibility of the allegations of sexual violence (Ask 2010). The increasing frequency 
of publications about the harassment of famous people in the distant past does not contribute to an objective 
perception of the victim’s statement. In a sense, this discredits the very image of the victim of sexual violence.

In cases of sexual violence, the greatest correlation is between the “rape victim’s myth” and the tendency to 
blame the victim, not the assailant. In a study in which 413 adults participated, Clarke and Stermac (2010) found 
that those who are subject to the “rape myth” often blamed the victim for the attack, rather than the attacker. 
In a similar study, Frese and colleagues (2004) interviewed 182 students who more often blamed the victim of 
violence in the current situation when the attacker was a friend or partner, and to a lesser extent this happened 
if the attacker was an unfamiliar, strange person. At the same time, studying 38 rape cases in the police, Norton 
and Grant (2004) discovered that the attacker is often accused of a situation of rape, when his motivation was 
to show strength and power, rather than sexual satisfaction. Such abusers are especially cruel to the victim.

Studies show that society as a whole, including law enforcement officers, in a historical review often do not 
trust reports of sexual assault received from the victim (Suarez, Gadalla 2010; Frese et al. 2004). Opinion of 
certain individuals about the crime often affects the credibility of the victims of sexual violence by society 
(Cohn et al. 2009).

Confidence in the credibility of the victim is especially important for those law enforcement officers who 
investigate cases involving complaints about rape. After interviewing 401 police officers and prosecutors, Ask 
(2010) showed that attitude towards statements related to rape and their investigations were often sceptical. In 
the study on 186 cases of sexual violence, Du Mont and colleagues (2003) found that sceptical attitude towards 
the victims occurred when the victim was abused by a friend, or the victim was drunk or drugged or the victim 
looked calm. At the same time, Campbell (1998) showed that when the police officers perceived the victim’s 
story as truth, the victims of violence were satisfied with the work of the law enforcement agencies. Rape as 
a crime is reported less often, therefore, it is necessary to check whether belief in myths about rape of law 
enforcement officers is connected with the decision of the victims to keep silent about the attack (Campbell 
1998; Allen 2007).

The police officers are ideologically influenced by a specific subculture that shapes belief in emotional and 
physical strength, loyalty and strict, serious attitude to the requirements (desires) of society (Page 2007). Police 
culture reflects and supports the manifestations of higher masculinity, which can turn into a problem when law 
enforcement officers have to investigate cases of sexual violence.
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Analyzing the issue of stereotypical views on victims of violence and the peculiarities of the attitude towards 
them by the police officers, in the discussion we can highlight another new aspect related to the representations 
of justice, which are important reasons for the formation of a certain level of moral and legal consciousness. 
Research (Golincik 2004; Gulevic 2007; Dalbert 2009; Mihailova, Ruzha 2011; Ņesterova 2013) on the 
representations of justice indicate that there is a connection between the perception of justice and a number of 
phenomena important for life. One of the directions in which individual representations of justice are explored 
is the study of Belief in a just world (Furnham 2003; Dalbert 2009; Hafer 2000; Skitka 2003). In its original 
version, this conception (Lerner 1965) was based on an idealized view that a person has a tendency to blame 
and humiliate a victim in order to protect his own confidence that the world is an honest and safe place in 
which a person is protected from undeserved failures and misfortunes. According to Lerner, one of the most 
fundamental and widespread needs of people is the desire to see the world in which they live to be just. People 
are motivated to believe in a just world in which they get what they themselves have earned (Lerner 1965). 
This belief makes it possible to perceive the physical and social environment as if it is orderly and stable 
(Lerner, Miller 1978). Therefore, belief in a just world has an important adaptive function and individuals are 
motivated to protect this belief (Dalbert, Filke 2007). According to the Lerner’s theory of Belief in a just world 
(Hafer, Begue 2005), in reality, all people, as a result of the impact of these internal motivational forces and 
their interaction (combination) with a conditionally stable environment, tend to organize their lives and achieve 
results based on the principle of deservingness. In order to maintain this connection, people need to believe in a 
just world, and therefore individual cases of injustice are perceived as threatening, therefore they are motivated 
to reduce and decrease this threat in order to preserve the illusion that the world distributes resources and trials 
on merit (Hafer, Begue 2005). According to Lerner, belief in a just world (BJW) is typical for most people. 
Later studies of the role of belief in a just world in personal dispositions (Furnham 2003; Hafer 2000) showed 
that this is a feature that distinguishes one person from another.

Already the first researches on BJW focused on the consequences, the phenomenon of stigmatization and the 
accusation of innocent victims of violence, for example, the responsibility of victims of crime or accident, 
increases (Lerner, Miller 1978). Modern researchers consider the situation more broadly and study the positive 
psychological results of the action of this belief system, taking into account the individual characteristics of 
belief in a just world that perform important adaptive functions (Furnham 2003). BJW becomes the driving 
force that motivates people to act to correct injustice or to order something in the world. Delving into the theory 
of BJW, it can be stated that BJW is a multidimensional formation (Lipkus et al. 1996), in which at least two 
categories can be distinguished:
- Individual BJW or Personal BJW.
- Belief in a just world for others (BJWO) or General belief in a just world.

The research results show that the higher assessment the respondent receives according to the scale of Personal 
belief in a just world, the lower are the indicators of the scales of depression and stress, and the higher are the 
indicators of optimism and life satisfaction and the more pronounced is the tendency to believe in higher goals 
in life. As a rule, these are people, who use BJW as a positive mechanism for solving their own problems.

In the case when respondents received high assessment according to the scale of General belief in a just world, 
high assessment were also on the scales of negative social consequences (phenomena), for example, they 
revealed prejudices aimed at the old, the poor and the disabled. They also showed a large tendency to use 
repressive punishments. People with this type of Belief in a just world are more worried about the chaos in the 
world and transfer an excessive amount of guilt on the victim in order to explain and justify everything that 
happens to the victim. Blaming the victim, they are trying to justify the negative situation in which the person 
got into, in a certain way getting a sense of comfort from the fact that the victim did something himself and 
deserves the result. By and large, such people tend to justify the brutal repression that took place in a number of 
totalitarian countries, including the USSR in the 40-50s of the last century. Moreover, following a certain trend, 
such people can justify repressions against themselves, motivating it with the opinion that was quite popular 
at that time - “so it was necessary”. This phenomenon is difficult to comprehend in countries with a liberal 
government model, but it is rather easily perceived in countries with a totalitarian past.
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Studies (Dalbert 2009) show that people with a high level of intensity of Belief in a just world try not to do 
harm to others, to fairly interact with others, they are more inclined to help victims of accidents, perceiving 
them as innocent.

In recent years, interest in belief in a just world has grown as a model for socially approved behaviour (Otto, 
Dalbert 2005). There is also a connection between belief in a just world and social responsibility (Dalbert 
2009) and the desire to be truthful (Hafer 2000; Sutton, Winnard 2007). Studies conducted (Dalbert 2001, Otto, 
Dalbert 2005; Dalbert, Filke 2007) showed that belief in a just world performs adaptive functions, allows, 
based on personal coherence and links, to behave honestly, providing an individual with the confidence that 
others treat him justly and that he will not become a victim of unforeseen circumstances, which also form an 
individual’s conceptual representation, which helps to consciously interpret the events of his own life.

It is important to pay attention to the fact that belief in a just world leads to an obligation to behave honestly, 
because in a just world a good future is not a gift from a benevolent world, but a prize for the behaviour and 
character of a person. The stronger people believe in a just world, the more they are ready to fight for justice.

Based on the aforementioned, the aim of this research was put forward: to determine how the belief in a just 
world among police officers affects their attitude towards women who have been sexually abused.

170 police officers, 20 to 46 years old (M = 30.71; SD = 6.89), 74 women (43.5 proc.)), 98 men (56.5 proc.) 
with a length of service up to 27 years (M = 8.73, SD = 6.3) participated in the research.
The research was carried out in two stages. At the first stage, 170 police officers were tested using methods:
l	“Personal Belief in a Just World” (PBJW, Cronbach’s α = 0.757) (PBJW, Dalbert 1999).
l	“General Belief in a Just World” (GBJW, Cronbach’s α = 0.886) (GBJW, Dalbert, Montada, Schmitt 1987), 
defining their general belief in a just world and their personal belief in a just world. Then, using cluster analysis, 
the police officers were divided into groups with different types of belief in a just world. Clustering was 
carried out using a hierarchical alamerative cluster analysis, the average linkage within groups was used to 
form clusters, and the squared euclidean distance was used to determine the degree of similarity / difference of 
objects.

In order to determine the peculiarities of the intensity of belief in a just world in the selected groups of police 
officers, the one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) with the LSD Post Hoc test method was used to identify 
statistically significant differences between the groups.

At the second stage, the representations (attitudes) of police officers about sexually abused women were studied. 
For this, two questionnaires were used:
l	Attitudes toward Rape Victims Scale (Ward 1988). The questionnaire consists of 22 questions - statements 
that should have been assessed according to a 5-point Likert scale (1 - fully agree and 5 - completely disagree).
l	Illinois Rape Myth Acceptance Scale (Payne, Lonsway, Fitzgerald 1999, McMahon, Farmer 2011). The 
questionnaire consists of 25 questions - statements that should have been assessed according to a 5-point Likert 
scale (1 - completely disagree and 5 - fully agree). The results of the questionnaire are interpreted in the form 
of four scales expressing the main stereotypes that make up the “rape myth”: “She provoked” (Cronbach’s α = 
0.825), “He didn’t want to” (Cronbach’s α = 0.691), “In fact, it was not rape” (Cronbach’s α = 0.875) and “She 
lies” (Cronbach’s α = 0.848).

In order to determine the peculiarities of representations of police officers about women who were sexually 
abused with different types of belief in a just world, one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) with the LSD Post 
Hoc test method was used to identify statistically significant differences between groups.

Analysis of the change in the agglomeration coefficient allowed us to identify 4 clusters characterized by 
maximum heterogeneity.
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Since clusters were identified based on a comparison of indicators expressing general and personal belief in a 
just world among police officers, it can be assumed that police officers with the same peculiarities of belief in 
a just world fell into one group (cluster).

The results of analysis of variance show that the groups of police officers singled out using cluster analysis are 
statistically significantly different in terms of general belief in a just world (F = 85.28, p <0.001) and in terms 
of personal belief in a just world (F = 167.36, p <0.001).

Analyzing the indicators of belief in a just world in general according to the sample and comparing them with 
intragroup ones, 4 groups of police officers with different types of belief in a just world were identified.

“Group 1” – it includes 58 police servants with low intensity for this sample of both general (M = 24.53, SD 
= 1.68) and personal (M = 27.44, SD = 2, 91) belief in a just world. This group can be called “the world is 
sometimes just.” It includes people who rather believe in justice than do not, but doubt its universality and 
inevitability. In relation to others, and in relation to themselves, they believe that they do not always receive 
what they deserve. Sometimes both positive and negative events in life are the result of previous actions, and 
sometimes the result of chance, luck or bad luck.

“Group 2” – it included 12 police servants with an average intensity for this sample of both general (M = 
17.58, SD = 2.42) and personal (M = 20, SD = 2.69) belief in a just world. This group can be called “the 
world is not just.” This group includes people who doubt the justice of the world. They believe that there is no 
direct connection between what you do and the result of the activity. According to their representations, people 
succeed or get into trouble by accident. They doubt the orderliness of the world and the existence of higher 
justice; they do not believe that justice ultimately triumphs over injustice. Assessing the events of their own 
lives, they doubt that they are being treated justly. It seems to them that there is more injustice in their lives 
than justice.

“Group 3” – it included 33 police servants with a low indicator for this sample of intensity of general belief 
in a just world (M = 24.53, SD = 1.68) and an average indicator of personal (M = 27.44, SD = 2.91) belief in 
a just world. Representatives of this group have a general belief in a just world expressed in the same way as 
for representatives of the second group who consider “the world is not just”, and personal belief in a just world 
is expressed as for representatives of the first group who consider “the world is sometimes just”. This group 
can be called “the world is not just to everyone, but sometimes it is just to me.” Like the representatives of the 
previous group, these people do not believe in the universal law of justice, but they admit that sometimes just 
things happen to them. They do not believe in justice for all people, but allow it for themselves. Some of the 
events of their lives they rate as deserved and some as random.

“Group 4” – it included 67 police servants with a high inidcator of intensity for this sample of both general 
(M = 26.26, SD = 3.14) and personal (M = 33.85, SD = 1, 87) belief in a just world. This group can be called 
“the world is just”, people who believe in justice. They believe that there is justice for everyone in the world, 
and everyone gets what they deserve, including themselves. These people perceive other people as seeking to 
be just when making important decisions and committing actions in life. They believe that even if injustice 
occurred in life, it will eventually be compensated. The good and the bad in your life must be earned.

At the second stage of the research, the peculiarities of the attitude of police servants with different types of 
belief in a just world towards women subjected to sexual violence were studied.

Statistically significant differences in attitudes towards raped women among police officers with different types 
of belief in a just world were found by five indicators. Analysis of the research results on the intensity of the 
rape myth among police officers with different types of belief in a just world according to three scales “She 
provoked” (M = 19.21, SD = 4.72), “He didn’t want to” (M = 20.56, SD = 4.02), and “She lies” (M = 15.3, SD 
= 3.56) revealed no statistically significant differences. Moreover, according to the scales “She provoked” and 
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“He did not want to” the average for all police servants are at the level “I rather disagree than agree with this” 
which indicates the weak intensity of the “rape myth”. According to the scale “She lies”, all assessment groups 
were at the “I don’t know” level, indicating a difficulty in deciding on the credibility of a rape victim. On the 
one hand, this can be interpreted as an attempt by the police officers to be the most objective in investigating 
cases of rape, but on the other, as a manifestation of a certain degree of the “rape myth”.

According to the scale “In fact, this was not rape” (M = 19.29, SD = 4.5), there are statistically significant 
differences (F = 2.78, p <0.05) in averages at the 5 proc. significance level. Police servants whose general belief 
in a just world and personal belief in a just world are moderate and above average, according to the sample, 
and these are the groups “the world is just” and “the world is sometimes just”, give an assessment on this scale 
“I rather disagree than agree with this”. Police servants who belong to the group with the type of belief in a 
just world – “the world is not just”, more often have an assessment “I do not know” and “I rather agree than 
disagree with this”, which indicates a more pronounced “rape myth”. In the group with the type of belief in a 
just world – “the world is not just to everyone, but sometimes it is just to me”, the average assessments are not 
statistically significantly different from other groups.

Based on the analysis, it can be concluded that the intensity of the “rape myth” according to the scale of “In 
fact, it was not rape” depends on the type of belief in a just world among the police officers. Police servants 
with medium and high intensity of both general and personal belief in a just world less often have doubts about 
the credibility of the words of the victim of rape and the situation of sexual violence they interpret as rape. 
Moreover, the decline in personal belief in a just world leads to a tendency of greater intensity of the “rape 
myth”.

Analyzing the characteristics of the attitude towards victims of sexual violence, statistically significant differences 
were found among police officers with different types of belief in a just world in 4, average assessments, victim 
behaviour or attitude to the rape situation, out of 25. In this methodology, a higher assessment means – accepting, 
agreement with the assessed provision, stereotype. Police servants assessed differently such representations as 
“any woman can be raped”, “a woman who was raped in a stranger’s car deserves it”, “a woman who is alone 
on the street late in the evening, increases the risk of being raped”, “many women who report rape are lying 
because they are angry or want revenge on the accused”.

Evaluating the statement “any woman can be raped”, the highest level of agreement with it was shown by 
police officers with belief in a just world - “the world is just” (M = 4.09, SD = 1.21), and the lowest – police 
officers with belief in a just world - “the world is not just” (M = 3.08, SD = 1.67). At the same time, statistically 
significant differences between the groups “the world is just” (M = 4.09, SD = 1.21) and “the world is not just 
to everyone, but sometimes it is just to me” (M = 3.85, SD = 1.17) were not found. The opinion of the police 
officers with a belief in a just world – “the world is not just to everyone, but sometimes it is just to me” is 
between – rather agree with this statement and neutral – disagree, and not disagree. This can be interpreted, 
so that police servants with higher rates of general and personal belief in a just world consider the possibility 
of rape as an event associated with their own mistakes, and everyone can make mistakes. Police servants with 
lower and average rates of general belief and low personal belief in a just world consider the possibility of rape 
as an event connected with an accident that does not depend on the person. That is such an attitude, first of all, 
is determined by the decline of personal belief in a just world.

Assessing the statement “a woman who was raped in a stranger’s car deserves it,” the police officers showed 
more disagreement than agreement to it. The highest level of disagreement with this statement and unanimity 
was shown by the police officers with belief in a just world – “the world is just” (M = 1.55, SD = 0.89) and 
belief in a just world – “the world is not just” (M = 1.42 SD = 0.9). Police servants with a belief in a just world 
“the world is sometimes just” (M = 1.97, SD = 1.02) and “the world is not just to everyone, but sometimes it is 
just to me” (M = 2.15, SD = 1.12) express more doubt in the perception of this situation, they more often give 
the answer – rather disagree, than agree with this statement. The same assessment of this specific situation of 
rape, by representatives of different types of belief in a just world, can be explained by different interpretations 
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of the situation by representatives of these groups. Police servants with belief – “the world is just”, believe that 
not any woman who got into such a situation provoked it, because the focus of their attention is mainly on the 
actions of the abuser, and the fact of rape is associated with the mistake of the victim. Police servants with belief 
in a just world – “the world is not just”, explain the situation of rape, in this case, with a succession of random 
factors independent of the woman. Manifestations of extreme variants of belief in a just world lead to a more 
defined, stable assessment of the situation.

Assessing the statement “a woman who is alone on the street late in the evening, increases the risk of being 
raped,” a higher level of agreement with it was shown by the police officers with belief in a just world – “the 
world is not just to everyone, but sometimes it is just to me” ( M = 3.52, SD = 0.83), “the world is just” (M = 
3.3, SD = 1.27) and “the world is sometimes just” (M = 3.16, SD = 1.21), and the lowest level of agreement – 
police officers with belief in a just world are “the world is not just” (M = 2.25, SD = 1.35). Since the situation 
itself compared to the previous one is more uncertain and difficult, one can be on the street in the evening for 
various reasons, then the police officers with moderate and higher intensity of general and personal belief in a 
just world, evaluate it ambiguously – disagree, and not disagree. Police servants with a low level of intensity 
of general and personal belief in a just world tend rather not to accept this position. That is, they reduce 
the responsibility of the victim for the risk in this situation. The intensive belief in a just world makes one 
doubt, try to approach the situation more objectively, take into account a greater number of factors, which can 
significantly affect the quality of investigation of a crime, improving in this case the attitude of society to the 
activities of law enforcement agencies.

Assessing the statement “Many women who report rape lie because they are angry or want to take revenge on 
the accused,” a higher level of agreement with it was shown by the police servants with belief in a just world – 
“the world is not just to everyone, but sometimes it is just to me” (M = 2.94, SD = 0.86) and “the world is not 
just” (M = 2.5, SD = 1.04). These people are very suspicious towards the report about rape, they often respond – 
disagree, and not disagree with this statement, i.e. the information received from the victim must be checked. A 
lower level of agreement with this stereotype was shown by police servants with a belief in a just world – “the 
world is sometimes just” (M = 2.55, SD = 0.86) and “the world is just” (M = 2.17, SD = 1, 26). They rather 
perceive information about rape as truth and take the side of the victim. In this case, the difference in views is 
associated with a change in the intensity of personal belief in a just world.

In conclusion, it is possible to describe the peculiarities of the attitude towards the victim of sexual violence 
among police servants with different types of belief in a just world.

For the police servants with a belief in a just world – “the world is fair”, that is, a high level of both general and 
personal belief in a just world, attitude can be characterized by the following stereotypes:
l	they rather disagree than agree that there was no rape;
l	they rather agree than disagree that any woman can be raped;
l	they disagree that a woman who was raped in a stranger’s car deserves it;
l	they doubt that a woman who is alone on the street late in the evening increases the risk of being raped;
l	they are suspicious that many women who report rape lie because they are angry or want to take revenge on  
 the accused.

Based on the previous analysis, it can be concluded that the attitude of police servants to victims of sexual 
violence, to a certain extent, depends on the intensity of their belief in a just world.

Conclusions

Overall, the results showed that the attitude of police officers who believe in a just world to the myths of sexual 
violence is different from the attitude of police officers with a lower belief in a just world. Police servants with 
a high level of both general and personal belief in a just world are more likely to believe victims of violence 
and less likely to stereotype accusing the victim, questioning the views that women tend to lie about rape and 
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are themselves guilty of a crime, which increases the possibility of an objective decision in the investigation. 
This, in turn, confirms that in order to achieve high efficiency of the State Police, as well as public trust in law 
enforcement agencies, it is necessary to pay special attention not only to professional training, but also to the 
moral and psychological state of police officers.
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